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OFF THE COAST OF PARADISE:
ARTISTS AND OSSABAW ISLAND, 1961-NOW
Presented by Telfair Museums March 13 - September 6,

In spring 2026, Telfair Museums will open the first major exhibition to explore the profound impact of
Ossabaw Island on artists working in the United States. On view from March 13-September 6, 2026,
Off the Coast of Paradise: Artists and Ossabaw Island, 1961—Now traces how a diverse range of American
artists have grappled with nature, identity, environmentalism, spirituality, and race in the context of
Ossabaw’s unique natural and cultural histories over the last 65 years. Continued on page 3...

Telfair Museums’ Jepson Center for the Arts | 207 W. York Street, Savannah, Georgia

The oldest public art museum in the South, founded in 1883. For more information, visit Telfair.org.
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Ossabaw Night in Savannah

Torrey Home turns 100: Rehabilitating a “Southern Palace”

on Ossabaw Island, Georgia

5 p.m. Reception | 6 p.m. Program

Thurs. January 22nd
Armstrong Center, 13040 Abercorn St.
Savannah, GA 31419

Free & Open to the Public!

Executive Director’s Letter

The first thing everyone asks me
these days is, “How is the project
coming?” My response: “Like a
freight train!”

By “the project” they mean, of
course, the Torrey West House
rehabilitation, that began in

September 2024. And, by “Like a
freight train!” I mean, the rehab
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project is moving fast and focused towards its destination!
This project is not a restoration to a specific time period, but
a rehabilitation project. Rehabilitation means repairing and
updating a building for contemporary use while preserving
its significant historic, architectural, and cultural features.
There are no sledgehammers swinging, no plaster ripped
out, no walls demolished, and no reconfigured living spaces.
Some selective demolition is necessary for plumbing and
electrical work, but it’s not obvious where that has occurred.

Lead and asbestos abatement crews began last September
and finished during the winter. In May 2025, Bill Deaton of
TCC Contracting and his team began work. Bill’s first order
of business was rehabilitating the Little Torrey House—built
by Bill Torrey Jr. in the mid-1950s—to serve as housing for
himself and the carpenters during the project.

Since May, eight barges have delivered equipment and
building supplies to Ossabaw Island. Bill has three boats in
the water, and on some days all three are busy transporting
15 to 25 of his rehab workers back and forth from the
mainland to the island job site. The Torrey West House is
large enough that different trades can work simultaneously
in separate areas. The whole effort feels like a well-
orchestrated three-ring circus. If something was flaking,
missing, or broken, it's now been refinished, repainted,
replaced, or repaired.

The house is being completely rewired and replumbed to
bring it up to code (the first complete updates since 1926.)
Air conditioning is being installed for the first time. This
upgrade required a new power supply to the house. A fire
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suppression system has also been installed throughout—an
addition I believe the Torreys would appreciate. The Torreys
built their Ossabaw Island house to be fireproof after their first
winter home, Greenwich, in Thunderbolt, Georgia, burned.

New ironwork has been fabricated to replace missing
exterior pieces on the waterside of the house, and the

patio ironwork is being conserved and recoated. Rotten

and missing windows are being custom-built to match the
originals. Two wooden ceilings were carefully numbered and
removed to protect the tile floors above, then just as carefully
reinstalled once the plumbing work was complete.

The next question is always, “When will they finish?” At this
point, the contractor seems ahead of schedule, though much
remains to be done. Our hope is for completion by early
2026—;just in time for the 100th anniversary of the original
completion of the Torrey West House.

I look forward to reflecting on the history of the Torrey West
House and sharing more about what has happened with this
grand place during Ossabaw Night in Savannah on January 22.

Elizabeth DuBose
Executive Director
Ossabaw Island Foundation

Elaine Longwater

1943 - 2025

We were shocked by

the news of the death of
Elaine Longwater, founder,
principal, and creative
director for Longwater &
Company, the creative
team that developed
TOIF’s branding, designs
all of our print materials,
and created and manages
our website. For over

two decades, Elaine, her
co-director Anastasia
Kontos, and their team have been a vital part of TOIF’s
community. We will miss Elaine’s wisdom, vision, passion,
and friendship. Elaine wished for any donations made in
her name be sent to the Ossabaw Island Foundation.
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Story continued from cover...

The exhibition focuses on the legacies of the revolutionary
multidisciplinary residency programs that previously

ran on the island: the Ossabaw Island Project (OIP)
(1961-1982) and Genesis (1970-1982). Established by
Eleanor “Sandy” Torrey West and Clifford B. West, these
programs transformed Ossabaw into a center for creative
experimentation. Off the Coast of Paradise considers how
the OIP and Genesis facilitated the creation of art that

is both deeply specific to Ossabaw and resonant on an
international stage.

Taking its name from a poem written by celebrated poet
and Genesis member Henri Cole, Off the Coast of Paradise
features the work of 32 artists who either participated in
these programs or spent time on Ossabaw in the decades
since their closing, including Harry Bertoia, Betsy Cain,
Agnes Denes, Helen Hamada, Marcy Hermansader,
Suzanne Jackson, Ellen Lanyon, Doris Lee, Jack Leigh,
Sally Mann, Nancy Marshall, Michael Mazur, Ross
McElwee, Athena Tacha, Betty Tompkins, and Anne Truitt,
among many others.

Telfair has also commissioned multidisciplinary artist
Allison Janae Hamilton to create a new film specifically for
the exhibition that will be screened nightly on the fagade of
Telfair Museums’ Jepson Center in downtown Savannah.
Hamilton engages with the history of enslavement on
Ossabaw through the lens of marronage in Venus of
Ossabaw (2026), which was filmed primarily on the island.
Drawing on her own experiences as a Black Southerner,
Hamilton also took inspiration from groundbreaking
research by Dr. Paul Pressly, Director Emeritus of the
Ossabaw Island Education Alliance.

Off the Coast of Paradise is accompanied by a lavishly
illustrated scholarly publication that takes an in-depth
look at the history of Ossabaw Island as a haven for
creative thinkers during the 20th century. Essays and
remembrances by Al Bradford, Henri Cole, Vaughnette
Goode-Walker, Thomas Lax, Megan Mayhew Bergman,
Justin West, and Wini Wood, among others, reveal how
various aspects of the island enabled artists to reconnect art
to the American landscape beginning during a period of
rapid postwar transformation. The publication also features
an expansive chronology that highlights both the evolution
of the Ossabaw Island Project and Genesis programs

and their legacies. Published by Telfair Museums and
distributed by the University of Georgia Press, the book
will be available on March 1, 2026, for purchase online
and at Telfair’s shop.

Off the Coast of Paradise: Artists and Ossabaw Island, 1961—
Now is organized by Telfair Museums and is curated by
Beryl Gilothwest, secretary of TOIF’s board of trustees and
grandson of Sandy and Clifford West; and by Erin Dunn,
curator of modern and contemporary art at Telfair.

Image credits:

® (Cover)Helen Hamada, (b. 1951); Genesis members at South
End Beach, Ossabaw Island, 1978. [Photograph]; Courtesy of
Helen Hamada.

®  Marcy Hermansader (b. 1951); Secrets of the Heart, 1983; [colored
pencil, crayon, acrylic, mosquito netting, and thread on black paper];
Courtesy of the Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts, Philadelphia,
Lambert Purchase Fund, 1984.4; © Marcy Hermansader

Watch the 2025 Ossabaw Night presentation “The Ossabaw Island Project,
Genesis, and Off the Coast of Paradise” by Erin Dunn, Curator of Modern and

Contemporary Art at Telfair Museums, and Beryl Gilothwest, Guest Curator and
grandson of Eleanor “Sandy” Torrey West. Scan here:
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How to Register: The following trips are organized by TOIF through our Public Use and Education
Program. They are open to the public. Fees vary. To register for all TOIF Public Use and Education Program
events, visit ossabawisland.org OR call 912-344-2900 OR scan the QR codes below. Pre-registration required.

Get Creative on Ossabaw: Winter Day Trip
Sat. February 7

Paint, sketch, write, or take photos on Ossabaw EI;}EIE!:,LEI
: Ll

Island. Let the island be your muse. After a brief =825

history presentation, you'll have several hours to LR

wander the North End on your own and pursue

your own creative endeavor.

Super Museum Sunday on Ossabaw Island
Sun. February 8

Visit Ossabaw Island as part of Georgia History
Festival’s statewide Super Museum Sunday
event. This afternoon walking tour of Ossabaw’s
history is free-of-charge for island admission,
with only a $55 boat fee.

Day Trip Tour of Ossabaw Island’s North End
Sat. March 21

A day trip to the island’s North End for an
interpretive tour that includes ecology and history,

]|

plus time on your own for exploring or relaxing.

Ossabaw Island Beach Ecology Day Trip
Sat. May 2

Enjoy this coastal ecology trip to Bradley Beach
on Ossabaw’s Bradley Point, overlooking Ossabaw
Sound and the Atlantic Ocean.

4

Photo by TG Pelham



Ossabaw Island Descendants Heritage Day
Sat. May 9

Did your parents, grandparents or other ancestors
live, work or own land on Ossabaw Island from
1760 - 19802 Were you an Ossabaw Island Project
member or a Genesis member? This springtime
gathering brings Ossabaw’s people together for a day of food,
friendship, history, and remembrance.

Ossabaw Island Archaeology Day Trip
Sat. May 23

Assist with digging and sifting at an archaeological
excavation. Led by the Georgia Dept. of Natural

Resources’ Archacology Division and Pennsylvania &
State University.

Get Creative on Ossabaw: Day Trip
Sat. May 30

Paint, sketch, write, or take photos on Ossabaw
Island. Let the island be your muse. After a brief
history presentation, you'll have several hours to
wander the North End on your own and make art.

Lift Every Voice: Ossabaw Island and Pin
Point Fee-Free Day Trip

Sat. June 6

This morning walking tour of the North
End Plantation site provides an overview of
Ossabaw’s African-American and Gullah-
Geechee culture and history; followed by an
afternoon visit to the Pin Point Heritage Museum in

the Gullah-Geechee community established by formerly
enslaved people from Ossabaw Island. Free-of-charge for
island admission. Fee covers discounted museum admission

and boat transportation.

A Hands-On Indigo Dyeing Experience:
Ossabaw Island Indigo Day Trips

Sat. September 19 or Sun. September 20

Elizabeth DuBose and Mark Frissell share the
history of Ossabaw indigo, provide instruction
on creating fresh-leaf indigo dye vats, and guide
participants through the dyeing process.

Photo by Elizabeth DuBose 5
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2025 by the Numbers

22

visits to Ossabaw Island hosted by TOIF

Photo by Elizabeth DuBose

20%

of visitors
were volunteers

TOIF hosted an unprecedented number
of volunteers in preparation for the
rehab of the Torrey West House and
Little Torrey House. Five temperature-
controlled shipping containers plus other
island sites now hold the furnishings of
both buildings, moved and stored by
volunteers over a five-month period.

By

Photo by Ben Wells

30%

K-12 and universities,

studying social studies, art,

ecology and archaeology.

Georgia Southern University Master’s
of Science student Henna Gavem
travelled to Ossabaw Island for
research on a common fully aquatic
salamander (Amphiuma means)

Photo by France Dorman

S50%

creativity, art and
cultural studies

Ceramacists France Dorman and
Rick Berman hosted a pit fire pottery
workshop focusing on indigenous
clay and ceramic techniques inspired
by Ossabaw’s native Guale people
(1150 - 1600). To avoid digging a hole
in an archaeological sensitive area
they used a salvaged old bath tub.




Ossabaw Islcmd Foundation & Education Alliance Partners

TYBEE ISLAND
LITTLE TYBEE ISLAND

WASSAW ISLAND

OSSABAW
ISLAND

ST. CATHERINES ISLAND

BLACKBEARD ISLAND
SAPELO ISLAND

WOLF ISLAND

N
LITTLE ST. SIMONS ISLAND <
Y%
SEA ISLAND LN
ST. SIMONS ISLAND X
JEKYLL ISLAND

LITILE CUMBERLAND ISLAND

CUMBERLAND ISLAND

Acadame of the Oaks Location Gallery

ARTS Southeast Oglethorpe Charter School
Coastal Museums Association Ossabaw Island Writers’ Retreat
EcoAddendum

Pennsylvania State University

Georgia Conservancy Photopoint Gallery
Georgia Trust for . o q
Historic Preservation Pin Point Heritage Museum

Giving Kitchen Ralston College

Laney Contemporary Gallery Savannah Arts Academy
The Landings Association Savannah College of Art and Design
The Learning Center at SCI Savannah Technical College

Board of Regents of the State of Georgia

Georgia Southern University University of Georgia
Armstrong Center Center for Archaeological Sciences
Betty Foy Sanders Department of Art Skidaway Institute of Oceanography
College of Education UGA Press
Department of History Savannah State University
Freshwater Ecology Lab Marine Science Department

Georgia Department of Natural Resources
Engineering and Construction Services
Office of the State Archaeologist
Sea Turtle Conservation Program
State Parks and Historic Sites Division

Wildlife Resources Division

2024 /2025 Financial Report (August 1-July 31)
REVENUE - $391,194

@ On Island Revenue: 38% ® Grants: 9%
@ Donations: 23%
@ Fundraising Events: 23%

EXPENSES < $383,371

® Program Expenses: 75% ® General & Administration 25%

® Interest: 7%

* staffing

* on-island staffing

* off-island education expenses * printing & postage

* cleaning, maintenance & repairs * fundraising expenses
of buildings & equipment * audit fees

transportation to/from Ossabaw

DONATE TODAY!



Ossabaw Fund Contributors
Thank you to the following donors to the Ossabaw Fund and the high bidders for the 2025 Ossabaw Island Art Auction,
from May-September 2025. These generous donations comprise 33% of TOIF’s operating budget, allowing us to share
Ossabaw Island with the world. Thank youl!

Gary Arthur in
memory of Elaine Longwater

Berry Atwood

Crystal Baker

Judith Barber

Daryl Barksdale
Patricia Barmeyer
John Batts

Catherine Baxter
Kara Bridgman Sweeney
Carol Brockway
Susan Burns

Renee Butler
Rosemary Buttermore
Sam Candler

Gene Carpenter in
memory of Elaine Longwater

Deanne Christman-Resch
Karen Clark

Babe Crockford
Katherine Dannenburg
William Deaton
Tracey Dolan

Celia Doremus
Elizabeth DuBose

Joy Dunigan

Susan Earl

Mike English

John Ernest

Deborah Farmer

Bob Farr

Leslie Ferst

Abby Friedman

Jennifer Friess
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Katherine Garrott in
memory of Elaine Longwater

Hal Geriner

Beryl Gilothwest
Leigh Goft

Roger Gregory
Robin,Gunn
Timothy Haeussler
Helen Hamada
Paul Hammond
Ariail Hammond
Kathryn Haughney
Laurence Holden
Karen Hollowood-McCoy
Sandy Hudson
Elizabeth Hunter
Judy Johnson
Martha Keber
Victoria Kingsland
Kurt Knoerl

Walter Lewis in memory of
Elaine Longwater

Shirley Lindefjeld
Margaret Livingston
Janette Long

Paul and Debra Mamalakis in
memory of Elaine Longwater

Mark and Janet Mamalakis in
memory of Elaine Longwater

Megan Manly
Megan Mayer
Jane McCort
Mark McDonald
Leanna McMillan

Suzanne Mendonsa in
memory of Elaine Longwater

Gwen Morris

Carol Mosley

Lynn Nordbye
Betty Oliver

Jim Olsen

Candace Piper
Patrick Powers
Mickie Roby
Barbara A. Sayer
Kathryn Seybert
Joanne Sharpe
Sheldon Smith

Sally Speed

Sheryl St. Germain
Catherine Stamoulis
Janet Stone

Molly Carrott Taylor

Zelda Tenenbaum in
memory of Elaine Longwater

Bonnie Terrell
Delynda Tweedell
Stacey Wells

Melissa Wells

Lisa White

Reta Morel Whitten
Sara Williams
Cindy Winski
Meagan Wise

Annette Youmans in
memory of Elaine Longwater




“Adopt” an Ossabaw Island Donkey
for $25 or $55

Tuesday, December 2nd, support the
Ossabaw Island Foundation as part of
GAgives and #GivingTuesday.

A donkey adoption makes a great gift.
OfR40
Adopt as many donkeys as you like E;
at GAGives.org/story /Donkey E|

For a $25 adoption, receive an adoption
certificate and donkey sticker.
A $55 adoption adds a plush donkey
or a pair of donkey socks.

OSSABAW ISLAND

Thank you for your support on
Tuesday, December 2nd

GI¥INGTUESDAY

Photograph by Elizabeth DuBose

Thank you to our Donkey adopters across the country! May-September 2025

Judith Barber, Atlanta, GA in honor of Diane Cory

Kate Belendiuk, Bozeman, MT

Andrea Brown, Atlanta, GA in honor of Penelope’s birthday

Perry Carter, Raleigh, NC

Gloria Crockford, Rockwood, TN

Michele Darpa, Massapequa, NY

Carson Fleming, Willmington, NC

Neil Haniford, Buffalo, NY

Justin Hudlow, Sarasota, FL

Lauren Hunter, West Melbourne, FL

Isabella Jacobson, San Jose, CA from the Stanford Team

Ann Marie Swindler, Clearwater, FL in honor of Dominic Manana’s birthday
Patricia Moore, Okatie, SC

Sky Munson, Mill Hall, PA

Mary Helen O’Conner, Orlando, FL

Christopher Proscia, Hoboken, NJ

Brandon and Jennifer Smith, Atlanta, GA

Emilie Stock, South Park, PA

Valerie Willis, Woodstock, GA

Stephanie Steele-Wren, Bentonville, AR in honor of Jim Wren 9

A $55 adoption adds
a plush donkey or a
pair of donkey socks.




Ossabaw Summer of Art Recap:

Thank you to our contributing artists
and gallery partners

The summer of 2025 was hot on Ossabaw Island and for
Ossabaw artwork! Two galleries in Savannah held separate
art exhibitions benefiting TOIF with back-to-back
events. The paintings, mixed media works and fine crafts
on exhibition and for sale around Savannah reflected the
diversity of artists who have been inspired by Ossabaw,
and the diversity of subjects on our unspoiled island.

At Location Gallery in downtown Savannah, Shore
Things celebrated the visuals of the coast with works

by four artists, each with their own distinctive style

and approach. Jennifer Nolan’s detailed oil painting
technique gives her animal subjects an all too human
personality. Melody Postma’s pop art mixed media pieces
capture a retro beach charm with bold color and graphics;
all burnished with differing layers of encaustic wax.

Peter E. Roberts produced multi-dimensional papercut
assemblages of island travel posters both real and
imaginary. Kurtis Schumm’s works built visual tension
with loose strokes painted backwards on clear acrylic.

Location Gallery donated all of the gallery profits from
this show to the Ossabaw Island Foundation.

The “anchor” exhibition for Ossabaw’s Summer of Art
was the month-long gallery exhibition that showcased
works from TOIF’s online art auction. For the fourth
year, TOIF partnered with Georgia Southern University’s
Gallery in Fine Arts Hall on the Armstrong Campus for a
July exhibition of 78 works of donated artwork available
for bidding. Thank you to Gallery Director Dr. Jason
Hoelscher for his enthusiasm for Ossabaw Island-inspired
art, and for his gifted eye for hanging the art exhibition.

We are grateful to all the Ossabaw art lovers who
purchased art in support of Ossabaw Island and TOIF
this summer, either at the Location Gallery show or
through the online auction (we exceeded our goal).

Save the date — July 2026 — for
the Ossabaw Island Art Auction
Exhibition at the Fine Arts Gallery,

Armstrong Campus of Georgia
Southern! The art donation deadline
is Monday, June 22, 2026.

Photo by Robin Gunn

Dr. Katherine ‘Ariel” Cornett of Georgia Southern University and her framed
photograph, “The End of the Road” in the exhibition.

Thank you to the visual artists who created and donated
Ossabaw Island-inspired art for the 2025 Art Auction:

Angie Abbott
Carmela Alifh
Jamie Anderson
Joanna Angell
Kathryn Bauer
Adrienne Berkland
Lucy Bisbing-Korn
Kip Bradley

Pam Bullock
Kelly Byler

Mary Cameron
Amber Chase
Susie Clinard

Cat Counihan
Laurie Cordaro
Ariel Cornett

Lee Crowe

Janet Csadenyi
Christy Dagsaan
Lynne Daley
Karen E. Davies
Harry Delorme
Mimi Diamond
Rosemary Dodson
France Dorman
Joy Dunigan
Morey Gers

R. Kathy Gideon
Gay Gillies

Sue Goldstein
Rachel Green
Marc R. Hanson
Vicki Hardy
Regina Holderness
Valerie Hudson

Carolyn Hunter
Elizabeth Hunter
Megan Huntz

Katy Haughney
Donna Inkster
Deborah Jinkins
Michael Jinkins
Kurt Knoerl

Cindy Larson
Dottie T. Leatherwood
Rebecca Marcussen
Nancy Marshall
Maria Garcia Martinez
Stacey McClintick
Ruth McCully
Michael Mills

Cora Ennis Morris
Gwen Morris
William Pagano
Magen Peigelbeck
Faran Riley

Peter E. Roberts
Lori Keith Robinson
Sandfly Framing
Julia Sawyer

Emma Varland
Barbara Vaughn
Sydney Warren

Jack Watts

Ben Wells

Stacey Wells

Haylee Workman
Ellen Embree Wyatt
Teake Zuidema



OSSABAW |
MERCH!

(

\

Available at ossabawisland.org/shop

Sponsor Our Public Use and Education Programs

Give hundreds of people the opportunity to spend a day on an unspoiled barrier island
or experience some of Ossabaw’s magic on the mainland.

TOIF’s Public Use and Education Programs offer the public unique opportunities to
discover and learn about Ossabaw’s barrier island ecology and human history. Through
our tours, hands-on instruction, personal encounters, and events held on the mainland,

our participants experience the voices, mystery and beauty of Ossabaw Island.

Thank you to the following 2026 sponsors:

An Anonymous Fund of the Savannah Community Foundation
JC. Lewis Foundation, Inc.

Put your name here! For more information, download
the brochure or email robin@ossabawisland.org
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OSSABAW ISLAND

Ossabaw Island Foundation
13040 Abercorn St., Suite 20
Savannah, GA 31419
912-344-3900

ossabawisland.org

A Perfect Gift this Season!

Give a little bit of
Ossabaw Island to
someone you love
this holiday season!

ossabawisland.org/shop

Non-Profit
Organization
US Postage

PAID

Savannah, GA.
Permit No. 1113

ABOUT OSSABAW ISLAND:

Ossabaw Island is a 26,000-acre undeveloped barrier island on the Atlantic Ocean, owned by

the State of Georgia and located in Chatham County. Georgia’s first Heritage Preserve, accessible

only by boat, is undeveloped and set aside by an Executive Order for natural, scientific and

cultural study, research and education; and for environmentally sound preservation, conservation

and management of the island’s ecosystem.

The Ossabaw Island Foundation (TOIF) is

a non-profit 501 (c) 3. Through a partnership with

the State of Georgia, TOIF inspires, promotes, and manages exceptional educational, cultural,

and scientific programs that are designed to maximize the experience of Ossabaw Island, while

minimizing the impact on the island’s resources.

Contact us:
Elizabeth DuBose
Executive Director,
Ossabaw Island Foundation
elizabeth@ossabawisland.org

Paul Pressly

Director Emeritus,

Ossabaw Island Education Alliance
pmpressly@gmail.com

Join our Facebook group: Ossabaw Island Lovers

X: @ossabawisland

Designed by Longwater & Company

Instagram: @ossabawisland

Robin Gunn

Project Coordinator,
Ossabaw Island Foundation
robin@ossabawisland.org

Mark Frissell

Island Facilities Manager,
Ossabaw Island Foundation
mark@ossabawisland.org

DONATE
TODAY:
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Ossabaw Island Foundation
2025 Board of Trustees

Chair
Leigh Lambert Goff, Atlanta

Treasurer

Lisa White, Savannah

Secretary
Beryl Gilothwest, Brooklyn, New York

Vice Chair
Helen Hamada, Stanfordville, New York

Trustees

Crystal Baker, Savannah

Judith Barber, Atlanta

Eric Bromley, Atlanta

Roosevelt Brownlee, Savannah

Russ Clark, Richmond Hill

Joy Dunigan, Richmond Hill

Kevan Jackson, Savannah

Kurt Knoerl, Savannah

Susan Laney, Savannah

Megan Manly, Savannah

Mark C. McDonald, Atlanta

Pamela Nelson Harte, Fort Davis, Texas
Brook Reynolds, Asheville, North Carolina
Amir-Jamal Toure, Savannah

In memoriam:
Eleanor “Sandy” T. West, Chairperson Emerita
1913 - 2021
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