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Revealing the Voices & Mystery of Ossabaw Island

Ossabaw Island Heritage Day, held on Saturday, May 7, was a day of 
friendship, food, history, and remembrance for descendants of people 
who lived, worked, or owned land on Ossabaw Island from 1760 – 
1980, or attended Ossabaw Island Project or Genesis. Twenty-nine 
people with historic connections to Ossabaw Island spent the day 
together, visiting island sites where they or their ancestors had spent part 
of their lives, including former South End and Middle Place plantation 
sites, and the Torrey West Estate.

Fourteen family groups attended, with Ossabaw roots tracing back as 
far as the Kell and Baptiste family, whose ancestor Judy Kell was born 
into slavery in 1800 at South End plantation. The most recent Ossabaw 

connections included descendants of Torrey family and Sandy West 
employees in the mid-late 20th century, and several former Genesis 
Project members. 

Roosevelt Brownlee of Savannah made his first trip to Ossabaw Island 
on Heritage Day. His father’s cousin, James Brownlee, worked for the 
Torreys and for Sandy West and lived in one of the North End tabby 
cabins for several decades in the mid-20th century.

See Page 4 of this newsletter for a profile of Roosevelt Brownlee and  
his day on Ossabaw, written by Savannah Morning News columnist  
Jane Fishman. Photography courtesy of Stacey Wells Photography.

Family Roots Run Deep at Ossabaw Island Heritage Day

The Williams family poses in front of the historic marker. Learning about Ossabaw’s indigo history.
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hosted two workshops incorporating digital images of 
Ossabaw onto clay tiles. They raised $1,800 to purchase 
and install a kiln in the North End Field Lab to use during 
their workshops, and for any future visitors. 

Here is a quick update on the 23-acre Torrey-West Estate, 
which from 1961 – 2021 were the house and grounds of 
Eleanor “Sandy” Torrey West. This 1926-era property is now 
part of the five year renewable agreement between TOIF and 
the State of Georgia (the owner of Ossabaw Island), meaning 
that TOIF is coordinating and leading the management 
of the property, in the same way that we provide access 
and use to the northern half of Ossabaw Island. We are 
hard at work on our plan to renovate the 15 bedrooms and 
16 bathrooms of this 20,000 square foot house for use as 
overnight accommodations for island users, in the same way 
that TOIF uses the Boarding House and the Club House 
for overnight stays that comply with the Ossabaw Island 
Heritage Preserve.

In case you didn’t get a chance to watch our January 
2022 virtual program What We Learned from Sandy: 
Reflections on the life and legacy of Eleanor “Sandy” 
Torrey West, 1913-2021 you can watch it on YouTube 
by scanning the QR code below. Thank you to Beryl 
Gilothwest, Helen Hamada, and Lisa White for sharing their 
unique and personal memories of Sandy in this video.

Elizabeth DuBose
Executive Director
Ossabaw Island Foundation

I believe it is safe to declare 
that visits to Ossabaw 
Island have returned to our 
2019 levels and beyond! 
As we close out our fiscal 
year for 2022, we have 
hosted 2,900 visits and 238 
program days since August 
1, 2021. These are 28% 
and 70% increases over last 
year’s numbers! 

Just as the loggerhead 
turtles (473 nests this summer as of June 28, 2022)  
are returning to Ossabaw’s beaches, so are our regular 
summer visitors. 

Boy Scout Troop 34 from Rome, Georgia returned in June 
for their week of camping, exploring, badge work and service 
projects after a three-year hiatus. University of Georgia’s 
Archaeology Field School is also back on Ossabaw, bringing 
archaeology professors and graduate students for a month-long 
excavation at Bluff Field, after staying home for three years.
 
New organizations are also making Ossabaw Island part 
of their summer plans. Members of the Georgia Nature 
Photographers Association organized a workshop to 
Ossabaw Island to photograph the Milky Way during 
Memorial Day weekend. Artists from the Atlanta area 

Photo by Robin Gunn

What We Learned
From Sandy:

Photo by Jeff Carmel

Reflections on the life and legacy 
of Eleanor “Sandy” Torrey West,
1913 - 2021

Executive Director’s Letter

Scan to 
watch on 
YouTube
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Lift Every Voice: Ossabaw Island and Pin Point Fee-Free Day Trip 
Sat. August 13
Travel by pontoon boat to Ossabaw Island for a morning walking tour of the North End 
Plantation site that provides an overview of Ossabaw’s African-American and Gullah-Geechee 
culture and history; followed by an afternoon visit to the Pin Point Heritage Museum in the 
Gullah-Geechee community established by formerly enslaved people from Ossabaw Island.

A Hands-On Indigo Dyeing Experience: Ossabaw Island Indigo Day Trips  
Fri. September 23  
Sun. September 18 and September 25 
Elizabeth DuBose and Mark Frissell share the history of Ossabaw indigo, provide instruction on 
creating fresh leaf indigo dye vats, and guide participants through the dyeing process.

Day Trip Tour of Ossabaw Island’s North End 
Sat. November 19
Travel through the Moon River District by pontoon boat to the island’s North End for an 
interpretive tour that includes ecology and history.

Wild Night on Ossabaw: New Year’s Eve Overnight Trip 
Sat. December 31, 2022 –Sun. January 1, 2023
Spend New Year’s Eve on Ossabaw Island on an overnight trip, with music and tales of Ossabaw 
Island around the fire pit after dinner. Plus, a midnight champagne toast to welcome 2023.

How to Register: The following trips are open to the public. Fees vary. To register for all Ossabaw Island 
Foundation-sponsored events, visit ossabawisland.org OR call 912-344-3900 OR scan the QR codes below.  
Pre-registration required. 

Visit Ossabaw Island in 2022!
Photo by Julian Buckmaster
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Before he steps out the screen door that leads into a modest 
backyard garden, Roosevelt Brownlee stops to grab a long 
blue-handled hoe.

“Snakes,” he says, pointing to the woods standing between 
his house east of Bee Road and the Truman Parkway. “See 
there? One’s slithering away. It’s an indigo black spine 
snake.” It’s nice not to have houses crowding in on you, he 
allows, but trees and shrubs are a perfect habitat for snakes.

“I don’t like snakes,” he says.

It’s an unpretentious garden. Very unassuming, very 
compact, function over fashion, staked with scrap pieces of 
wood, sections of rebar to catch some climbing vines. I saw 
a few tomato cages but no tomatoes. He’s growing, among 
other things, a bunch of different field peas, okra, peanuts 
and some Carolina gold rice (“not that it’ll make enough to 
eat but it’s pretty, it’s ornamental”).

At 75, Brownlee, who went to Johnson High School, doesn’t 
make a big deal out of something if it’s not going his way. 
He just changes course.

When he finished his voluntary military service in Vietnam, 
mainly as a cook, and couldn’t land a job in Savannah, his 
hometown, he took off for San Francisco. It wasn’t so easy 
there, either. The system, he said, was beating him down. 
Those were heady days of the Soledad Brothers and the 
Black Panther Party. Always open to the next adventure, he 
perked up when he saw a billboard to “Fly Scandinavian.”

Which is what he did. He flew to Copenhagen. When 
nothing opened up there he flew to Sweden, got a job 
cooking, went to school to learn the language and married a 
local woman. He carried on.

By this time word of his culinary chops started to slip out. 
The man from Savannah (who had worked at the Boars’ 

Roosevelt Brownlee Feels at Home on Ossabaw, 
Filled with Tales of Food and Jazz
By Jane Fishman    Photography by Stacy Wells Photography

‘IT’S 
THE 
JOINT’
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These days Brownlee is working on a cookbook, but the 
man’s still cooking (mainly for himself and friends). He’s 
known for dishes like sheepshead fish cooked in an open pit 
or a hole in the ground with asparagus, mushrooms, toasted 
benne seeds and a drizzle of lemon juice; stuffed zucchini 
flowers, roasted beets with rosemary, plantains and red rice.

He’s generous with his cooking – but also his heirloom 
seeds. He may not grow enough to cook with but he always 
saves seeds to grow again and to give away.

I left with little packages of benne seeds, Sea Island red peas, 
Sapelo red peas, garlic chives and Cherokee purple hull 
runners (“they’re a hot commodity”).

“Being at home is the best,” he said. “It’s the joint.”

Jane Fishman writes a regular column for Savannah Morning 
News and is the author of The Woman Who Saved an Island, 
the Story of Sandy West and Ossabaw Island. 

Originally published May 18, 2022 on savannahnow.com.
Reprinted with permission from Savannah Morning News.

Watch the short film Roosevelt Brownlee’s 
Jazz Combo Platter for more information 
about Brownlee’s cooking career for the 
jazz greats.

Head Grill on River Street when he was 14) knew his way 
around food – much better than the Swedish cooks who 
were working at the Best of Harlem restaurant in Stockholm. 
His trajectory was about to change again. A jazz impresario 
named Jack Jordon enticed Brownlee to work the Montreaux 
Jazz Festival in Switzerland. Jordan needed someone to cook 
for the musicians: Muddy Waters, Stan Getz, Thad Jones.

“When I met Dizzy Gillespie he said, ‘Where you from, 
Cookie? You Geechie?’” Brownlee remembered. “Sure 
enough, he was from South Carolina. He was Geechie, too.”

Gullah Geechies, African Americans who lived in the 
Lowcountry in South Carolina and Georgia, were not so hip 
then. They were outsiders. Now their food and culture are 
starting to be recognized. Now they’re starting to be popular.

“Back then we walked down the street with the musicians 
and people would want my autograph,” Brownlee said. “I 
couldn’t fry enough chicken. People in Europe love jazz.”

He stayed in Josephine Baker’s 8th floor apartment in 
Monte Carlo. Once he served Nina Simone. “I wasn’t ready 
for that one,” he said. “She was smooth, kind of quiet. I 
was tongue-tied.”

He didn’t want to come back to the U.S. But it was time, he 
said. He got jobs at the De Soto Hilton and Club 10,000 on 
Waters Avenue. He worked on Daufuskie Island and at the 
Gullah Festival in Beaufort, S.C.

A few weeks ago Brownlee was invited to visit Ossabaw 
Island on Heritage Day for descendants of folks who spent 
time on the barrier island – enslaved people, tenant farmers, 
cattlemen or timbermen. He had never been there before.

“I had a great time. It’s raw and wide like nothing else. I 
knew one of my ancestors worked there many years ago 
but I didn’t know of his legacy. Pride swallowed me up as 
people talked about him. He was James Brownlee, my dad’s 
first cousin. He was a legend, a cow wrangler. I think I saw 
him ride in the St. Patrick’s Day Parade. He had a peg leg. 
He was married to Queenie Williams, who worked for Ms. 
West. I saw a photograph of him riding a horse with her.” 
He thinks he stayed in the last tabby house on the island.

“There’s Queenie,” he said, pointing to an iconic 
framed photograph of Queenie taken by well-known 
photographer John Earl. A copy used to hang in Sandy 
West’s kitchen on Ossabaw.

Roosevelt Brownlee posing with Pat West outside the third Tabby House
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On November 25, 1896, a small sternwheel steamboat 
named Gopher steamed up Buckhead Creek to the 
landing near the middle of Ossabaw Island, then known 
as “Middle Settlement,” now known as Middle Place. 
The Gopher carried members of an archaeological 
expedition intent on digging into the several prehistoric 
Indian burial mounds known to exist on the island. 
Aboard the Gopher were Clarence Bloomfield Moore 
(1852-1936), leader of the expedition and several others 
who were to aid Moore in his searches on Ossabaw. 
These included Dr. Milo G. Miller, who was charged 
with analyzing any skeletons discovered, George 
Rossignol, who was captain of the steamboat, eight or 
ten African-American men who conducted the digging, 
but whose names, unfortunately, are unknown, and one 
or two crew members. 

Clarence Bloomfield Moore’s Archaeological Expedition to 
Ossabaw Island, 1896 - 1897 by Dr. Charles E. Pearson

Clarence Moore was a 
member of a prominent 
Philadelphia family 
and heir to a fortune 
accumulated by his father, 
a manufacturer of paper. 
A couple of years prior 
to arriving on Ossabaw, 
Moore decided to leave 
the business world and 
use his wealth to explore 
prehistoric archaeological 
sites across the 
southeastern United States.

The steamboat Gopher on the Ouachita River, Louisiana or Arkansas, 1910
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Moore began his archaeological work in Florida in 1891, 
where, in 1895, he had his steamer Gopher built and 
outfitted to support his expeditions. On leaving Florida 
in 1895, he moved north to the coast of Georgia, where 
he worked in 1896 and 1897 digging large numbers of 
prehistoric mounds on the Sea Islands and the adjacent 
mainland. Subsequently, Clarence Moore took the Gopher 
to the Gulf of Mexico and over the next quarter century 
traveled every major waterway in the southeastern United 
States seeking out and digging prehistoric mounds.

Relative to modern archaeological standards, Moore’s work 
is considered substandard. However, Moore’s saving grace 
is that he presented the results of his work in a series of 
reports published by the Academy of Natural Sciences of 
Philadelphia, and he turned over the bulk of his finds to 
institutions and repositories throughout the eastern United 
States where they have been preserved. Typically, these 
well-illustrated reports were prepared and published in the 
summer immediately following fieldwork conducted the 
previous fall and winter. Moore’s report on his Ossabaw 
Island work appeared in 1897, and is still relied on by 
archaeologists today.

Moore and his team spent slightly over one month digging 
on Ossabaw Island, during which time they all lived aboard 
the Gopher. The expedition dug into six burial mounds 
at Middle Place and three mounds at Bluff Field, on the 
northeastern corner of the island. In addition, the scientists 
examined several “shell middens,” or deposits of food 
remains, mainly oyster shells, and cultural material such 
as pottery and bone artifacts. In the six mounds Moore 
dug at Middle Place, he discovered over 300 prehistoric 
human burials, many of which consisted of cremations or 
disarticulated bones interred in ceramic burial urns.  

Photograph of Clarence Moore (seated) while working along the Ouachita 
River in Louisiana and Arkansas, 1910. Josiah Raybon, captain of the 
Gopher at the time is in the background. In the foreground is one of the 
unidentified members of the digging crew that Moore used on his expeditions.

A large number of complete or partial pottery vessels were 
discovered in these mounds, including 47 in one mound 
alone. In addition to human remains, Moore found 
purposefully placed dog burials in several of the mounds, 
with 11 in one of the mounds. At the three mounds dug at 
Bluff Field, Moore and his crew recovered the remains of at 
least 25 individuals.

With Clarence Moore’s departure from Ossabaw in 1897, 
no archaeology was conducted on the island until the 1970s, 
when students from the University of Georgia undertook 
several projects with support from Eleanor “Sandy” West’s 
Ossabaw Island Project and Genesis programs. More 
recently, the University of Georgia has initiated more 
archaeological research on the island.

Clarence Moore’s work undertaken more than a century ago 
remains the most extensive archaeological activity conducted 
on Ossabaw Island. His findings, as presented in his 1897 
Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia publication 
(Moore 1897) on his coastal Georgia work and in his field 
notes, now housed at Cornell University, continue to be of 
value to researchers.

Editor’s note: Since the purchase of Ossabaw Island by the 
State of Georgia in 1978, archaeological work on Ossabaw has 
continued, in collaboration with Georgia’s State Archaeologist.
Led by Dr. Victor Thompson, University of Georgia began 
their current study in 2014. This year UGA’s Archaeology 
Field School returned in June for a six-week stay. Their 2022 
excavation is at Bluff Field, the site of Moore’s work on Ossabaw 
Island 125 years ago.

Dr. Charles E. Pearson is Adjunct Professor of History at 
Hampden-Sydney College. Photos courtesy of Dr. Pearson.

Sources:
Moore, Clarence B. “Certain Aboriginal Mounds of the 
Georgia Coast.” Journal of the Academy of Natural Sciences of 
Philadelphia, vol. 2. (1897).

Moore, Clarence B. 1896-1897 Field notes and travel logs 
of Clarence B. Moore. Notebooks 11 and 12, on Microfilm 
Roll 2: Field notebooks 8-16 (1894-1899), of Clarence 
Moore. Division of Rare and Manuscript Collections, Cornell 
University Library.

Pearson’s complete article on Clarence 
Bloomfield Moore’s Archaeological 
Expedition to Ossabaw Island can be
found through this QR code:
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In 1747, as England was colonizing the area now known as 
coastal Georgia, Ossabaw Island transitioned from belonging 
collectively to Native Creek and Yamacraw groups and 
tribes, to the English model of private, titled ownership of 
land as practiced today in the United States.

The first people to “own” Ossabaw Island in the English 
tradition were a married couple—Coosaponakeesa of the 
Wind Clan, a woman of Creek and English ancestry; and 
her husband Rev. Thomas Bosomworth, rector of Christ 
Church in Savannah. To most Georgians, Coosaponakeesa 
is known by her English name – Mary Musgrove. An 
important historical figure, for several years Musgrove/
Coosaponakeesa served as interpreter and negotiator 
between the Creek and Yamacraw native Americans of the 
coastal region and General James Oglethorpe, leader of the 
English colony of Georgia established on the high bluff of the 
Savannah River by the Georgia Trustees of England in 1733.

The following profile of Coosaponakeesa is excerpted from a 
longer piece written by Rt. Rev. Frank S. Logue, 11th Bishop 
of the Episcopal Diocese of Georgia.

Coosaponakeesa of the Wind Clan was essential to the 
success of the Colony of Georgia. Born in 1700 in the 
Lower Creek Nation’s capital of Coweta, she was the 
daughter of Edward Griffin, an English trader, and a Creek 
woman usually referred to as Brim, which was also the 
name of her relative who ruled the Creek Nation. By the 
time of her death in 1765, Coosaponakeesa was the largest 
landowner and the wealthiest person in the colony. 

At the age of 10, she was sent to Charles Town, South 
Carolina. She would spend five years living with an English 
family and attending school where she learned English 
language and customs. There she was baptized in the 
Church of England, taking the name Mary Griffin.

The English Colonel John Musgrove brought his son, 
John, with him when he traveled to Coweta to negotiate a 
treaty establishing a border between the Carolinas and the 
Creeks. The young John fell in love with Coosaponakeesa. 
The two married and would have four sons in the years 
that followed. They lived among the Creeks until 1725, 
when they returned to Charles Town. When the Creek 
Nation invited the British to build a trading post in Creek 
territory, they wanted a member of their nation to run the 

store. John and Mary Musgrove were perfect for the work 
as the matrilineal Creeks recognized her as one of their 
own, while the British trusted John.

Mary Musgrove became translator for James Edward 
Oglethorpe (founder of the colony of Georgia) and 
Yamacraw mico (chief ) Tomo-chi-chi, and also assisted 
the colony’s founder in understanding Yamacraw and 
Creek customs. 

After John’s death from fever in 1735, Mary/
Coosapnakeesa ran the trading post, Cowpens, alone until 
1737 when she married Jacob Matthews. Throughout this 
time from 1733 to 1743, she remained Oglethorpe’s chief 
interpreter. When war broke out in Georgia and Florida 
between Britain and Spain, the Creeks sided with the 
British and the Cowpens Trading Post prospered.

Jacob Matthews died in 1745. With her third marriage 
in 1747, Mary became the wife of the Rector of Christ 
Church in Savannah, the Rev. Thomas Bosomworth. The 
two became a power couple with strong connections in 
both Creek and British society. In 1747, The Creek Nation 
granted Coosaponakeesa ownership of the barrier islands 
of St. Catherines, Sapelo, and Ossabaw as well as more 
than a thousand acres along the Savannah River. 

A legal conflict arose over the Bosomworths’ ownership 
of this coastal land. The couple pressed their coastal 
land claim in a ten-year battle, traveling to England at 
one point to meet with the British Board of Trade. In 
1759, a compromise resolved the issue. The Board of 
Trade auctioned off Sapelo and Ossabaw Islands, giving 
the proceeds to Mary. The land sold for £2,100, which 
would be worth approximately $535,000 today. She and 
Bosomworth were also permitted to keep St. Catherine’s 
Island “in consideration of services rendered by her to the 
province of Georgia.” Mary moved to the island in 1760 
and lived her remaining five years there. 

Coosaponakeesa leveraged her connections and ingenuity 
to become the most influential person in the Colony.

A version of this article was originally published in From 
the Field: News from the Diocese of Georgia. May 11, 2022 
Volume 12, No. 19. Reprinted with permission.

Coosaponakeesa, AKA Mary Musgrove: An Early Owner of Ossabaw Island
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The Slaves Grew Indigo for Blue
By Jane Thorpe, May 2021

The slaves grew indigo for blue
On Ossabaw, on Ossabaw

For girls atwirl in brilliant hues
Across the sea who never knew

That dancing feet repeat the beat
Of Ossabaw, of Ossabaw.

The slaves sang songs that rattled chains
On Ossabaw, on Ossabaw

Time kept by moons that waxed and waned
The palm fronds tapping dry refrains

Blue bound, blue drowned, no word was heard
From Ossabaw, from Ossabaw.

The slaves dipped rags into the dye
On Ossabaw, on Ossabaw

Marked doors that harm might pass them by
Their blue the blood to catch God’s eye

Dreamed dreams of parting circling seas
Round Ossabaw, round Ossabaw.

The slaves built boats beneath the trees
On Ossabaw, on Ossabaw

For children they imagined free
Carved oars to row a history
By stars awhirl in indigo skies
Off Ossabaw, off Ossabaw.

And now the cycling tide rolls in
On Ossabaw, on Ossabaw

Sweeps unmarked bones into the grim
The groaning sea begins again

To draw from palette bright and raw
Oh Ossabaw, oh Ossabaw!

Jane Thorpe is Executive Director of Meridian Herald, a 
musical and literary arts organization in Atlanta.
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Indigo is one of only a few natural sources of blue dye. 
Until synthetic blue dye was created in the late 1870s, 
indigo-based dye was in great demand around the world. 
Indigo was the first cash crop grown on Ossabaw Island. 
Research into Ossabaw’s (and coastal Georgia’s) indigo story 
has captured the attention of many historians, including 
some longtime friends of Ossabaw. Primary resources, 
including advertisements and letters, were discovered by 
archaeologist Daniel Elliott of the Lamar Institute and 
Ossabaw Island Education Alliance Director Emeritus 
Paul Pressly. The discovery by Jim Bitler of naturalized 
descendant indigo suffruticosa plants growing on Ossabaw 
helped to complete the island’s colonial indigo story.  

John Morel, who owned Ossabaw Island from 1763-1776, 
brought enslaved African people to Ossabaw as forced 
labor. They grew indigo suffruticosa and processed it into 
cakes of indigo dye, for sale and shipment to England. The 
labor-intensive process required many people to perform 
the highly skilled, physically demanding, and sometimes 
life-threatening work of indigo production, upon which 
Morel made part of his extensive fortune. 

John Morel advertised for an overseer for his Ossabaw 
Island plantation on July 29, 1767. “Wanted, a person 
properly qualified to take charge of an indigo plantation 
on the island of Ossabaw, on which is about 30 working 
hands. A person with a family would be preferred. He 
must be well acquainted with the management of stock 
of all kinds. Should he have any negroes, they may be 
put on shares on a separate plantation on that island. 
Good encouragement will be given on application to John 
Morel” (Georgia Gazette 1767.)

Daniel Elliott discovered 1782 correspondence between 
Georgia Governor John Martin and East Florida Governor 
Peter Tonyn. “Governor Martin wrote to Governor Peter 
Tonyn on October 19 advising him, ‘Information has also 
just come to hand that a Captain Scallions, in a galley from 
St. Augustine, did last evening secretly come into one of the 
inlets of Ossabaw in this state (Georgia), & burnt a new 
vessel on the stocks, nearly finished, taken off thirty negroes 
& two thousand weight of indigo belonging to the Est. 
of John Morel, & three negroes belonging to the estate of 
Thomas Netherclift, Esq.’ (Martin 1917:334-335).”

Paul Pressly’s book On the Rim of the Caribbean published 
excerpts of 18th century letters explaining the cultivation 
of indigo and the quantity of indigo that an enslaved man 
could produce per acre, per planting season. Using the letters’ 
details, it is estimated that Morel’s enslaved people cultivated 
300 acres of indigo on Ossabaw Island per growing season. 

Deep 
Blue 
History: 
Indigo on 
Ossabaw 
Island
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Seeds of Indigo: 
How TOIF’s Indigo Program Began

Jim Bitler (1955-2011), TOIF’s former On-Island 
Coordinator, resident historian and recontour was the 
first to recognize that Indigofera suffruticosa plants were 
growing near the Club House on Ossabaw Island. The 
unlikely “heirloom” plants were genotyped by University 
of Georgia, confirming that the plants Jim found in 2005 
were descended from the annuals cultivated as a lucrative 
cash crop on the island by the Morel family beginning in 
the 1760s.

Jim wrote an article for the Spring 2006 Ossabaw Oracle 
which begins, 

“A year of archaeological investigation [2005] of the c. 
1840’s tabby slave quarters on the island’s north end has 
unearthed many artifacts. I have been particularly interested 
in the ones that date to the 18th century when John Morel 
established North End Plantation. It was during this 
period that the harvesting of live oak for ship timbers and 
the cultivation of indigo was introduced to Ossabaw. The 
indigo growing wild around the Club House prompted me 
to do a little research into the history and processing of this 
shrubby non-descript perennial. …So there is hope for an 
indigo processing program on Ossabaw!” 

Jim’s research on the history of  
Ossabaw’s indigo eventually became  
an entry in the New Georgia  
Encyclopedia, an online resource.

From 2012 – 2018, indigo dyer and artist Donna Hardy led 
dyeing workshops on Ossabaw Island each fall. She shared 
Ossabaw’s indigo seeds with both Clemson University and 
University of Georgia for research purposes. Hardy first 
learned of Ossabaw indigo by reading Bitler’s New Georgia 
Encyclopedia article, a few months after his death. For the 
past three years Elizabeth DuBose and Mark Frissell have 
continued to conduct indigo dyeing workshops, building on 
Jim and Donna’s work--sharing the craft of dyeing as well 
as the history researched by Jim. TOIF is honored to have 
brought Jim Bitler’s dream of “indigo processing programs 
on Ossabaw’’ to fruition. 

To register for a Fall 2022 indigo 
workshop, scan here. Limited space  
available at press time.

The 2,000 pounds of stolen indigo referenced in 
Governor’s Martin and Tonyn’s letters above would 
have most likely been 1782’s entire harvest.

Did indigo cultivation end after the Revolutionary 
War once the British were not paying a bounty for 
colonial indigo? Not according to this advertisement 
published in the Georgia Gazette on Nov. 22, 
1793. “Wanted, an active overseer, who can be well 
recommended for his knowledge of the cultivation 
and manufacture of indigo. A man with a small 
family, and who is acquainted also with the care of 
stock, will meet with preference. The situation is a 
remarkable healthy and plentiful one, being on the 
north end of Ossabaw. Apply to the subscriber on the 
above plantation, who is also frequently in Savannah. 
Bryan Morel” (Georgia Gazette 1794; Kilbourne 
2001:68). This letter is evidence that following 
John Morel Sr.’s death in 1776 his son Bryan Morel 
continued indigo cultivation using enslaved labor, 
despite the late 18th-century decline of the indigo 
economy in coastal Georgia and South Carolina.

Advertisements reprinted from Daniel T. Elliott’s report: 
Archaeological Investigations at The Tabbies 1 and 2, North 
End Plantation, Ossabaw Island, Georgia LAMAR Institute 
Publication Series, Report Number 108.
Photography courtesy of Elizabeth DuBose.
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The American Revolution threw slavery into question in 
Georgia and precipitated a massive movement of enslaved 
Black people around the new state. Many escaped from 
their plantations; others were moved by owners to distant 
locations; some were used by patriot and British forces 
for heavy labor. The logic behind the revolt against the 
British Crown created a powerful ripple effect among the 
thousands of enslaved Black Georgians who embarked 
on their own quest for liberty. Life on the island was not 
immune to the turmoil. 

On October 11, 1781 a fugitive-slave ad in the Royal 
Georgia Gazette announced that nine enslaved people had 
fled Ossabaw Island in a new yawl, a “ship’s boat” meant 
to be rowed by four to eight people and with a small mast 
and sail. They were thought to be headed to Kilkenny 
on Ogeechee Neck (on the mainland, near present day 
Richmond Hill.) The owners, the Morel Family, offered 
one guinea reward for each adult and two dollars for 
each child. Given that most fugitive enslaved during 
the colonial period were young men, the fact that this 
group included women and children underscores how the 
Revolution created a new dynamic. The escapees–Hercules, 
Betty, and their compatriots–were demonstrating a grim 
determination to realize their deepest aspirations.

Runaway family members included Hercules from Angola; 
his wife Betty, who was “country born”, and their children, 
Peter, 13, and Winter, 5. According to the ad, Hercules was 
“a short, thick fellow” of the Angola country. The other 
escaped family consisted of Jupiter, black complexion, who 
spoke good English; Auba his wife; her son, Sancho, 9, and 
a “sucking child.” Finally there was Jack, 45 years old, of the 
Angola country, who spoke bad English. 

Two of the three men were from Angola and, whether or 
not they spoke the same language, shared the same broad 
cultural background. It is not inconceivable they were 
“shipmates” on the vessel that made the Middle Passage 
bringing them to North America, and shared a tight bond 
based on that experience. Betty was “country-born”, and so 
presumably was Jupiter, who spoke “good English.” His wife 
Auba bears an African name, and her son, a Spanish name, 
raising the possibility that Auba was bought by the Spanish 
or Portuguese in West Central Africa and was brought to 
Georgia indirectly through a secondary market that crossed 
imperial boundaries. 

Betty, Hercules, and Winter had already attempted to escape 
from the Morels at Kilkenny Plantation on the mainland at 
the end of 1780. Once they were recaptured, they were sent 
to Ossabaw, where escape was more difficult. 

In a fugitive slave ad on October 20, 1785 (Gazette of the 
State of Georgia), Peter Henry Morel noted that none of the 
escaped had been returned to Ossabaw three years after the 
end of the war. The ad noted that the family of Hercules was 
still together and in the possession of Col. Thomas Brown, 
formerly of the King’s Rangers, in East Florida. Col. Brown 
was the most effective and most notorious of the British 
guerilla fighters in Georgia during the Revolution. He led 
several hundred men in devastating cavalry raids into the 
Georgia backcountry, especially around the Augusta area. 
The fact that Hercules and Betty attached themselves to 
him showed their ability to identify powerful figures capable 
of helping in their quest for freedom. The ad noted, “Peter 
is now in the sugar house in Charleston,” a comment that 
suggests that reclaiming lost “property” several years after the 
Revolution within the boundaries of the new United States 
was no easy matter. 

The Story of Betty and Hercules: 
An Enslaved Ossabaw Family’s Yearnings for Freedom 
By Paul M. Pressly. 
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The ad concluded that Jupiter, Auba, Sancho, Auba’s infant 
child, and Jack “were sent up among the Indians from 
St. Augustine, and have not been heard of since.” The 
British and Creeks had long enjoyed close ties based on the 
exchange of deerskins for merchandise. African Americans 
played integral roles in the trade as packhorsemen or laborers 
at the stores maintained by traders in native towns. Creeks 
had a mixed view of Africans but, over time, many blacks 
became fully accepted into native society. Black Creeks were 
a notable feature of that world after the Revolution. During 
the war, the Creeks sided with the British, so it was only 
natural for Jupiter and his family to make their way into 
native territory. 

Thomas Brown was a not untypical Englishman who 
had his eye on the mainline in terms of plantations. He 
migrated shortly afterwards to the Bahamas and established 
a major holding with a considerable number enslaved. 
Did Betty and Hercules end up on his estate or did they 
manage to find freedom in Nova Scotia or elsewhere? We 
do not know. Whatever the case, we know the odds were 
heavily against them. 

The Revolution disrupted the institution of slavery in 
Georgia, caused a massive outflow of people, and gave 
Blacks an opportunity to assert greater independence and 
negotiated new terms for labor. As late as the mid-1780s, 
planters (enslavers) were complaining about their “saucy” 
attitudes and tendency to disappear. By the end of the 
decade, the planters (enslavers) had had their revenge by 
tightening the legal foundation of slavery in ways that made 
it more severe and coercive than before the Revolution. 

Dr. Paul M. Pressly is Director Emeritus of the Ossabaw Island 
Education Alliance. He is the author of several historical articles 
and editor or author of four books, including an upcoming 
book on colonial Georgia, Spanish Florida, and the yearning for 
freedom by enslaved Blacks in colonial Georgia.

This article is reprinted from the Fall 2011 Ossabaw Oracle.

Images from the Ossabaw Collection housed at the Georgia 
Historical Society.

“Ran away from the subscriber on the island 
of Ossabaw on the 8th instant, the following 
negroes: Hercules, a short, thick fellow, of the 
Angola country; Betty, his wife, of a yellowish 
complexion, has a large scar over one of her eyes, 
speaks good English, Peter, 13 years old and 
Winter, 5, her children; Jupiter, black complexion, 
speaks good English; Auba, his wife, with her 
son, Sancho, 9 years old and a sucking child; Jack, 
45 years old, of the Angola country, speaks bad 
English; they went off in a new yawl, 20 feet long, 
which had only her seams paid over with pitch, 
and it is supposed are gone toward Kilkenny on 
Ogechee Neck. One guinea reward will be paid on 
the delivery of each grown negro to Peter Henry 
Morel in Savannah, or to the subscriber at Bewlie, 
2 dollars for each of the children, 1 guinea for the 
boat. John Morel, Bewlie” (Royal Georgia Gazette 
1781: Kilbourne 1999b:249; Windley 1983:195).

The following is a transcription of an advertisement in the Royal Georgia 
Gazette, 1781. Transcribed by Daniel T. Elliott in Archaeological Investigations 
at The Tabbies 1 and 2,  North End Plantation, Ossabaw Island, Georgia LAMAR 
Institute Publication Series, Report Number 108 page 32.
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Adopt-A-Donkey!
New Ossabaw donkey “adopters” 

November 2021 – May 2022

Chris Agel, in honor of Bubba

Elizabeth Anderson

Crystal Baker, in honor of 
Anna Beth and BG Baker

Kern Baker

C. Elliott Bardsley

Tom and Carol Barnard, in 
honor of Bernie Smith

Christopher Barr

Nancy Berulis, in honor of 
Anne Clayton’s birthday

Jennifer Bessick

Patricia Black, in honor of 
Rachel Black

Heidi Blanck, in memory of 
Sandy West

Michele Bosic Folta

Joanne Bovey

Kenneth Boyd

Albert Bradford, in memory of 
Anne and Chuck Wood

Nancy Bromley

Amanda Buice, in honor of 
Aaron Buice

Pam Bullock, in honor of 
Barbara Vaughn and  
Gwen Morris

Venetia Butler

Anna Campbell, in honor  
of Carly C.

Fran Carroll, in honor of 
Martha Ann and  
Elizabeth Purcell

Aaron Casey

Eugene Cashman

Jude Casseday, in honor of 
Sophia Archibeque

Bradford Christman

Karen Clark, in honor of her 
children, Anna, Sydney, and 
David Clark

Erin Clarke, in honor of  
Jack Clarke

William Cornelius

Ches Crow

Melissa Davis

John Deering

John Dees

Letice DeLoach

Katrina Dinkle

Jeff Dixon

Joy Dunigan

Margaret Edwards, in memory 
of Sandy West

Taylor Eling, in honor of  
Pam Eling

Paula Eubanks

Katie Fanfani

Mrs. Edwin J. Feiler

Ryan Fischer

William Fleetwood

Ed Fogarty

Michele Folta

Cynthia Fuller

Bonnie Futrell, in memory of 
her cousin, Roger Gene Parker

Travis Garner

Dorinda Gilmore, in honor of 
her donkey companion of 30 
years, Lady Camilla Dallmeyer

Leigh Goff, in honor of 
Benjamin and Sophia 
Brightwell-Rickert

Yvonne Green

Kania Greer

Helen Hamada, in honor of 
Francesca Juliano

Victoria Hamrick

Bob and Nancy Harper

Mary Hartman

Steve Hilliard 

Christopher Hintz, in honor 
of Dr. Sue Hintz and  
Tausha Hintz

Kells Hogan

Carla House

Susan Huennekens

Kristin Inman

Laura Irvin-Martin

Michael Johnson

Debbie Jones, in honor of 
Campbell Henn

Susan Jordan, in honor of  
Ebet King

Jan Kapoor

James Kleen

Margaret Kluttz

Georgia LaMar

The Lipp Family, in honor of 
Marian Lipp

Home Lovett

Mary Madden

Jackie Maggi, in memory of 
John Maggi and in honor of 
Erica, Andreia, and CeCe

Cynthia Mamais

Julie McCormick

Charles McMillan

Amanda Meadows, in honor of 
Joe and Donna Meadows

Rebecca Moore

Nancy Morgan

Mary Negley

Marie Nelson

Connie Nester

Vanessa Platacis

Richard Platt, in honor  
and memory of the  
Goursac Donkeys

Ann Pursley

Cathy Rake

Kimberly Ramsey

Robin Ray, in memory of 
Sandy West

Steve Reynolds

Gloria Rigsbee

Mickie Roby

Cathy Sakas, in honor of  
Ayda Noelle Mills and  
Jeremy Noah Mills

Joan Sasser, in memory of 
Michael Sasser

Laurie Sattler

Lee Saussy

Christine Savage

Mary Schreck

Milton Schreiber

Jennie and Paul Shanor, in 
honor of Ron Funk, and 
Milton and Mary Pat Crouch

Pamela Simyon

Heather Smith

Rita Spalding, in honor of 
Ossabaw Artists Collective

Sally Speed

Ashleigh Spurlock

Dougless Strickland

Beth Sutton

Heather Szatmary

Evangeline Tarver

Raine Theis, in memory of 
Steve Theis

Amy Thorpe

Dale Thorpe

Kevin Trankle

Kalyan Vinnakota

Jill Waclawski

Karey Walter

Sherry Watrous, in memory of 
Elizabeth Morris

Stacey Wells

Chelsea Werner

Anna West, in memory of 
Sandy West

Bob and Judy Williams

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Williams

Photo by Jeannette Beranger

Donate Here:
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Documenting Ossabaw’s Slave and Tenant Farming Structures
Two technicians from the National Center for Preservation 
Technology and Training (NCPTT) visited Ossabaw Island 
this past February to scan and document Ossabaw’s tabby 
buildings and ruins, using photography and 3D laser 
scanning.  They spent three days on the island working on 
both the North End and  Middle Place as part of NCPTT’s 
Slave and Tenant Farming Houses Documentation Project. 

The NCPTT team scanned the three 1820 - 1840 tabby slave 
quarter duplexes and the Smoke House on the North End. At 
Middle Place they scanned the standing walls of what remains 
of several 19th century tabby slave quarter duplexes.

NCPTT, based in Louisiana, is part of the National Park 
Service. All scans from the NCPTT project will be archived 
at the National Park Service, and TOIF will receive copies of 
the Ossabaw Island scans.

This project hopes to not only document vanishing slave 
and tenant farmer structures, but also to draw awareness 
to their importance and fragile state.  NCPTT has already 
documented dozens of structures in several states.

NCPTT is currently looking for more slave and tenant 
farming houses to document. If you know of any structures 
that might be eligible for documenting, please contact Jason 
Church, Chief, Technical Services. 
jason_church@contractor.nps.gov
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Olivia Alison
Carmela Aliffi and Jane Fishman,  
in memory of Sandy West
Anne Ambrose
Eddie Ambrose
Carol Anderson
Jamie Anderson
Stacey Applegate
Cort and John Atkinson
Susan Atkinson
Eileen Baker
June Ball
Cathi Barlow
Wilson Gray Barmeyer
Mr. and Mrs. Craig Barrow III
David Bayne
Beehive Foundation Library of Georgia
Philip and Maysie Beeson
The Benson Family Fund
Linda Best
Toby Bielawski
Diana L. Booth
Bouhan Falligant LLP
Sharon W. Brooks, in memory of  
Clois W. Witt
Addison Brown
Aaron and Amanda Buice
Dan Burns, in honor of Sarah Parker
Irene J. Buszko
Joyce Campbell
Mike Canady
Sam Candler
Jane Cardoso, in memory of Linda Best
Gene Carpenter, in honor of Beth 
Reiter
Rita Carter
Mr. and Mrs. J. Robert Carter, in 
honor of Selden DuBose Frissell
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene K. Cashman Jr.
Joan Clabbers
Dr. and Mrs. William L Clark Jr.

Wendi Clifton
Pam Clinard
Mary Kay Clyburn
Julianne Collin
Mark Conway
Mr. and Mrs. Henry G. Croci
Katherine Dannenberg
Mr. and Mrs. Archie Davis
Mr. and Mrs. J. Steven Day, in honor 
of Wayne Spear and Richard Carlson
Henry Dean
Danny Deloach
Julie Dimond, in memory of Dr. Keith 
A. Dimond and Jeffrey A. Dimond
Stewart Dohrman
France Dorman
William Douglas
Beverly DuBose
Elizabeth DuBose
Tom Duckwall, in memory of  
Dale Kent Duckwall
William Duane Duckwall, in memory 
of Dale Kent Duckwall
Mr. and Mrs. John Duren
Lawrence Earl
Susan Earl
Robert Eason
Renae Edge
Paul Efird
John Ernst
Bob and Ann Farr
Dr. and Mrs. Bruce Feinberg
Daniel Feinberg
Leslie Ferst
Susan Flaherty
Margaret Frissell
Rain Galloway
Joy Garrett
Jane Gilchrist
James Gilliard
Beryl Gilothwest

Leigh Lambert Goff
Kenneth Goldman
Sue Goldstein and Beth Richardson 
Hartford Gongaware
Vaughnette Goode-Walker
Dr. and Mrs. W. Todd Groce
Andrea Grund
Greg and Vicki Guenther
The Guerry Beam Fund
Amy Hager
Mr. and Mrs. Sheffield Hale
Helen Hamada, in memory of  
Eleanor “Sandy” Torrey West
Dr. and Mrs. John B. Hardman
Robert Harrison
Pamela Harte
Mary Hataway
Nancy Hayward, in honor of  
Tony Wickstead
Kathleen Hendrix
Omar Hendrix
Janice Hildenbrand
Susan Dick Hoffius
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Howe 
Walter Hoyt
Sandy Hudson
Lynn Hunt
M.B. Hunt
Jennifer Huskey
Laura Ike, in memory of Sandy West
Joined in Giving
Kimberly Joiner
Jack Jones
Joy Marketing LLC
Allen Joyce
Martha Keber
Jane Kilgo
Hazel King
Nita Ann Klein
Captain Chris and Karen Knight
Kathryn Kolb

Ossabaw Fund Contributors
Thank you for your donations to the Ossabaw Island Foundation’s Ossabaw Fund, November 2021 – May 2022.
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Lee Kolb
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Kole
Anastasia Kontos
Robert Krupczak
Manfred Kubler and Jutta Duse
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Lancaster
The Landings Garden Club
D. Scott Lewis
Mr. and Mrs. John Lientz
Robert Linnett Jr.
Margaret Livingston
Beth Logan
Mr. and Mrs. David H. Long
Neva Long
Low Country Eye Association PC
Jane Mackenna
Debra and Paul Mamalakis
Barbara and Bill Mann, in honor of 
Sally Speed
Nancy Marshall and John McWilliams
Joy Martin
Gordon Matthews
Richard McBride, in memory of  
Sandy West
Greg and Barbara McCollum, in 
memory of Sandy West
Jerry McCollum and Terry Tatum
Julie McCormick
Michael McLaughlin, in memory of 
Elizabeth Morris
Michael R. McLeod
Patricia McLeod
Joe and Donna Meadows
Mermaid Cottages
Metal Quarters, Inc., in memory of 
Roger Parker
Harriet Meyerhoff, in honor of  
Robin Gunn
Christine Midwood
JoAnn Miller, in memory of  
Gary Miller
Mary Georgia Mohr, in honor of  
Lynn Carithers
Dr. and Mrs. William T. Moore
Gwen Morris

Thomas Hardy Morris
Gazie Nagle
Elizabeth Noe
Betty Oliver
Dr. and Mrs. Herb Paderewski
Dr. and Mrs. Jules B. Paderewski, in 
honor of Dr. Alexander Paderewski
Susan Page
Deborah Palk
William Pearson and Janet  
Richardson-Pearson
Scott Pendergrast
John Pielmeier and Irene Ogarden
Theresa Pisani-Eschert
The Pittsburgh Foundation
Paul Pressly, in honor of Robin Gunn
The Quigley Family
Cathy Rake
Real People Properties
Don Ream
Rick Rees
Albert and Burnam Walker Reichert
Brook Reynolds
William and Allison Rhangos
Virginia Robinson
Mickie Roby
Dr. and Mrs. Daniel W. Rose
Alexander S. C. Rower
Margaret Russell
Bradley Satterfield
Anne Schwingle
Frank Seiler
Kathryn Seybert
Joanne Sharpe
John Shealy, in memory of  
fallen veterans
Michael Siegel
Melanie Simpson
Amy Melinda Smith, in memory of 
Eleanor Torrey-West
Dean Smith, in honor of  
Elizabeth DuBose
Eileen Smith
Esther Smith, in honor of Amy Smith

The Smith Family Fund
Mr. and Mrs. Philip Solomons Jr.
Mary Sommer
Holly Spalding, in memory of 
Elizabeth Bailey Ritzert
Darlene Spencer, in honor of  
R. Edward Nix
Kristin Stafford
William Steinhauer
Alice Steyaart
Patty Stinger-Barnes, in honor of  
Dr. Claudia Melear
Andrea Stooksbury, in memory of  
Kent Duckworth
Peter Swiderek
Team Callahan at Keller Williams 
Realty, in honor of our October clients
Zelda Tenenbaum, in memory of 
Sandy West
Kenneth Thomas, in memory of  
Sandy West
Jack Thompson, in memory of 
Farquhar McRae
Amy G. Thorpe
Charlie Usher
John Vian, in honor of Winnie Hulme
Caryl and Carol Warner
Bill Weaver
Ronald Weller
Ron Wendt
Anna B.T. West, in memory of Eleanor 
Torrey West and Clifford B. West
Helen and Michael White
Lisa White, in honor of Kaye Kole
Sara Williams
Suzanne Williams
Leah Agee Willingham
Katrena Wilson
Elise Witt
McKenzie Wren
The Wymberley Garden Club
Claude Youmans, in memory of  
Sandy West
Dr. and Mrs. Michael Zoller

Photo by Diane Kirkland
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Limited to 50 guests per party, our “Little Pig Roasts” are 
held on the lawn and the ground floor of the Torrey-West 
Estate on Ossabaw Island, overlooking Ossabaw Sound. The 
gatherings feature a spread of delicious barbecue and side 
dishes, Savannah-brewed craft beers, organic wines, live music 
from our favorite Ossabaw musicians, and great company with 
other Ossabaw Island supporters. 

In years past, on one fall Saturday each October, the Ossabaw 
Island Foundtion hosted one big HOG of a party; now we 
host several smaller events over a three-day October weekend. 

For our 2022 Little Pig Roasts we’re offering three sunset 
cruise parties, plus a new-this-year, lunchtime gathering on 
Saturday—so our Three Little Pig Roasts have grown to Four!

Sponsorships available now:

Friday, October 21, Barbecue Supper on 

the Lawn, 2:30pm – 7:00pm

Saturday, October 22, Barbecue Lunch 

on the Lawn, 9:30am – 2:00pm

Saturday, October 22, Barbecue Supper 

on the Lawn, 2:30pm – 7:00pm

Sunday, October 23, Barbecue Supper 

on the Lawn, 2:30pm – 7:00pm

2022
Ossabaw Island 

Three Little Pig Roasts

Benefiting the Ossabaw Island Foundation

Artwork by Carolyn Hall, 1965

Pig Roast-to-Go is available on Saturday, October 22.

Individual tickets (if available) and BBQ for Two Pig Roasts-to-Go will go on 
sale in mid-September. Visit ossabawisland.org for more information or email 

robin@ossabawisland.org or call 912-344-3900. 
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Friday September 16, 2022
To be included in the Ossabaw Island Art Exhibition in the Fine Arts Gallery, gallery space permitting.

Friday, September 30, 2022
Final artwork deadline for inclusion in the online auction.

Gallery Exhibition

September 22 - October 1, 2022

Fine Arts Gallery – Fine Arts Hall

Georgia Southern University Armstrong Campus in Savannah

  

All types of visual art and fine crafts are welcomed that reveal the  

voices and mystery of Ossabaw Island.

Call for Artists: Ossabaw Island Foundation 

Online Art Auction and Gallery Exhibition 

September 20 – October 25.

Photography and Ceramics Join Forces on 
Ossabaw Island
A group of Atlanta artists, hosted by photographer and naturalist Kathryn 
Kolb and photographer and ceramicist France Dorman, had the opportunity 
to work with both clay and photographs this spring.  Decals of photographs 
taken on the Island were transferred onto glazed ceramic tiles and then re-
fired in Ossabaw’s new kiln, making the images permanent. 

This “digital imaging on clay” was made possible by France Dorman and 
Kathy Kolb, who led a fundraiser for a new Olympic kiln for the island. Past 
and present Ossabaw artists chipped in to make this idea a reality.
France drove the new kiln down to Savannah from Atlanta. Mark Frissell and 
Fran Lapolla boated, hoisted and installed the kiln in the Field Lab, located 
under the oak trees just past the tabby cabins on Ossabaw Island’s north end.  

Thank you to kiln donors Carmela Aliffi, Linda Best, France Dorman, Jane 
Fishman, Sue Goldstein, Jennifer Huskey, Kathryn Kolb, Anastasia Kontos, 
Nancy Marshall, Joy Martin, John McWilliams, Brook Reynolds, and Beth 
Richardson. TOIF dedicates this article to the memory of Linda Best, who 
donated to the kiln and passed away a few weeks later.

Artwork Donation Deadlines and Delivery Details & Fine Print:
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ABOUT OSSABAW ISLAND: 

Ossabaw Island is a 26,000-acre undeveloped barrier island on the Atlantic Ocean, owned by 
the State of Georgia and located in Chatham County. Georgia’s first Heritage Preserve, accessible 
only by boat, is undeveloped and set aside by an Executive Order for natural, scientific and 
cultural study, research and education; and for environmentally sound preservation, conservation 
and management of the island’s ecosystem.

The Ossabaw Island Foundation (TOIF) is a non-profit 501 (c) 3. Through a partnership with 
the State of Georgia, TOIF inspires, promotes, and manages exceptional educational, cultural, 
and scientific programs that are designed to maximize the experience of Ossabaw Island, while 
minimizing the impact on the island’s resources.

Contact us:

Elizabeth DuBose
Executive Director, 
Ossabaw Island Foundation
elizabeth@ossabawisland.org

Paul Pressly
Director Emeritus, 
Ossabaw Island Education Alliance
pmpressly@gmail.com

Join our Facebook group: Ossabaw Island Lovers
Twitter: @ossabawisland Instagram: @ossabawisland

ossabawisland.org

Ossabaw Island Foundation
2022 Board of Trustees

Chair
Tyus (“Ty”) Butler, Jr., Savannah
Treasurer
Lisa White, Savannah
Secretary
Vaughnette Goode-Walker, Savannah
Chair-Elect
Leigh Goff, Madison
Trustees
Clark Alexander, Savannah
Erica Backus, Savannah
Crystal Baker, Savannah
Patricia Barmeyer, Atlanta
Eric Bromley, Atlanta
J. Truitt Eavenson, Savannah
Beryl Gilothwest, Brooklyn, New York
Denise Grabowski, Savannah
Helen Hamada, Stanfordville, New York
Susan Hancock, Savannah
Kevan Jackson, Savannah
Susan Laney, Savannah
Brook Reynolds, Asheville, North Carolina
Bryan Schroeder, Decatur
Amir Jamal Toure, Savannah

In memoriam:
Eleanor “Sandy” T. West, Chairperson Emerita
1913 - 2021

Robin Gunn
Project Coordinator, 
Ossabaw Island Foundation
robin@ossabawisland.org

Mark Frissell
Island Facilities Manager, 
Ossabaw Island Foundation
mark@ossabawisland.org

DONATE
TODAY:


